Group Activity: Who should be saved?

Purpose:

The purpose of this activity is to work as group to assess a given situation and then establish a decision-making process.  You are challenged to work cooperatively to reach a final decision.  After you have completed your selections, you must provide an argument for your choices that is based on some criteria to assess human worth that you as a group have created.

Scenario:

January 3rd, 2011 – A small charter flight has just crashed somewhere over the Denali Mountains in northern Alaska.  Of the thirty passengers aboard the flight, only twelve have survived.  The pilot and co-pilots are dead and unfortunately little remains of the plane that is of any use.  As the survivors sift through the wreckage they find a compass, two pocketknives, six airline blankets, a flashlight, two cigarette lighters, and five airline food packets.  Given the difficulty of locating the wreckage, severe weather conditions, and the improbability of survival, recovery attempts have been limited to one helicopter air lift a day. The helicopter can hold up to four passengers at a time, so the estimated recovery will take three days.  Unfortunately, temperatures plunge to ten below at night, possibly impacting overall survival.  

Assignment:

Of the surviving passengers, whom would you designate for the first airlift? Second? Third? How would you allocate the resources among the survivors? What was the rationale for your decisions

1) John (age 16) (recently released from juvenile prison) – is currently suffering from shock and severe blood loss

2) Tim (age 72) (a former construction worker) – initially suffered a concussion, but otherwise is fine

3) Andres (age 29) (a scientist) – suffering from shock and severe frost-bite to his hands

4) Evelyn (age 49) (a teacher) – is suffering from a broken rib and is HIV +

5) Dan (age 35) (a priest) – is currently unconscious

6) Maria (age 15) (a high school dropout) – suffers from a laceration on her head, is also 3 months pregnant

7) Richard (age 25) (artist) – initially suffered a concussion and bruised ribs, is also autistic

8) Samantha (age 65) (retired cook) – suffers from shock and severely bruised ribs.

9) Jose (age 10) (immigrant) – suffers from shock and a broken ankle, recently arrived from Mexico (speaks only Spanish).

10) Wilfredo (age 36) (farmer) – suffers from mild lacerations to his face, chest, and arms.  Father of Jose and speaks both Spanish and English.

11) Abigail (age 19) (army reserve) – suffers from a severe concussion that has impaired her vision.

12) Nicole (age 18) (stay-at-home mom of two) – suffers from bruised ribs and deep laceration on her back.

